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Dear members of our Winston-Salem family,

Looking back on the 2023-2024 fiscal year, I'm delighted to share highlights from what was truly an
outstanding year for Leadership Winston-Salem. This year brought remarkable achievements and
milestones that reflect our deep commitment to building a stronger community.

We were delighted to welcome Denise A. Smith as our new Director of Philanthropy, bringing a
wealth of experience and enthusiasm to our mission. Additionally, we celebrated the graduation of
the "Most Most Class Ever"—the Class of 2024—who contributed a record-breaking class gift of
$24,234, showing their commitment to LWS's legacy and future.

A standout moment this year was honoring Karl Yena (Flagship Class of 1992) with the prestigious
C. Edward Pleasants Lifetime Achievement Award. This award was presented among a truly
impressive group of nominees, highlighting the tremendous leadership within our community.

Financially, we're in excellent health, which allowed us to expand our Alumni Engagement
Coordinator position into a full-time Director role. We're thrilled that Freida Mitchell, an alum of the
Flagship Class of 2021, has stepped into this role, bringing both experience and passion to
strengthen alumni connections and involvement.

Leadership Winston-Salem has been fortunate to receive outstanding support year after year from
our alumni network and the corporate community, and the past fiscal year continued that tradition
of generosity. Contributions remained robust as our community partners recognized the impact of
our programming, which educates, connects, and energizes leaders dedicated to community
improvement. This continued strength has enabled us to deliver enriching experiences through both
the INSIGHT and Flagship programs, fostering high levels of alumni engagement. Inspired by this
ongoing support, we are also exploring new programming opportunities to engage more valued
members of our community in meaningful ways.

As we celebrate our 40th anniversary, we look forward to an exciting future of growth and success,
made possible by the invaluable support of our donors, corporate partners, and engaged alumni.

With gratitude for an outstanding year,
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/leadership-winston-salem
https://www.instagram.com/leadershipws/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/LeadershipWS/
https://www.tiktok.com/@leadershipws

Our Mission

Educating, Connecting, and Energizing
leaders to serve and improve the
community.

“Connectivity! Leadership Winston-Salem is a
direct guide to networking, building long-
lasting relationships and partnerships among
peers who are committed to making a
difference in our community. Leadership
Winston-Salem is, and always will be, relevant!
| value my selection and participation in this
distinguished affiliation!”

Orielle E. Hope, Flagship ‘23




Carolina Asurza - Llibott Consultorios Medicos

Victor Bartley - Ephesus SDA Church Campus

Christy Bellis - The Go-To Winston-Salem

William Beyea - Inmar Intelligence

Michelle Bobadilla - Forsyth County Board of Elections
Julian Brooks - City of Winston-Salem

Chelii Broussard - Winston-Salem State University
Betsy Brown - Bee Consulting

Charles Browning, IV - City of Winston-Salem Fire Department
Angela Bullock - Novant Health

Makisha Burns - Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools
Darlene Carpenter - Wells Fargo

Katherine Caster - Novant Health

Kerri Cole - Old Vineyard Behavioral Health Services
Brittney Crandall - Grubb Properties

Deanna Debrecht - Community Volunteer

Anna Donze - Moji Coffee + More

Heather Egan - Novant Health Foundation

Jordan Evans - Goodwill Industries of Northwest NC
Calvin Gardner - Atrium Health Wake Forest

Aretha Garr - The Academy at Smith

Amy Gauldin - City of Winston-Salem Police Department
Alaina Giesbrecht - The Winston-Salem Foundation

Ronald Hann, Jr. - Wake Forest Institute for Regenerative Medicine

Beth Hinesley - HonorBridge

Cory Holt - Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist

Sonya Hurt - Winston-Salem State University Athletics
Stephen Hux - Novant Health Acadia Family Medicine
Brooks Jewett - Roberts, Lawson & Associates

Daniel Johnson - Blanco Tackabery

Jon Kapell - Winston-Salem State University

Holly Kessler - Crossnore Communities for Children
Natalya Lunsford - Reynolds American

Warrenetta Mann - Wake Forest University

Herbert Miller - Emmanuel Baptist Church

Ashley Moultrie - Javara

Nikkenta Murphy - Siemens Energy

Robert Myers - University of North Carolina School of the Arts
Dawn Nelson - Moore Elementary School Food Pantry
Amanda Norman - Winston-Salem Symphony

Steven Overcash - Encore Bank

Scotty Petrea - Food Lion

Julia Powers - Hege Financial Group

Julio Rabascall - Truliant Federal Credit Union

Emily Rector - Salemtowne

Kenyetta Richmond - Forsyth Technical Community College
Michelle Shanks - Summit Credit Union

Ellie Shannon - Wake Forest University

Carrena Sherrill - Big Brothers Big Sisters Services, Inc.
Dale Shew - Allegacy Federal Credit Union

Rebecca Sink - Trellis Supportive Care

Veronica Smith - Veronica Smith

Jamie Southern - Bookmarks

Nicole Spillman - Quality Oil Company, LLC.

Jillian Spinelli - Truist

MariPat Thomas - Action4Equity

David Tyson - Novant Health

Liza Vest - Thomas S. Kenan Institute for the Arts
David Wall - Imprints Cares

Brett Woods - Salem Academy and College




City with Dwellings Robinhood YMCA

Coach Joyce Mounce, Flagship 22 Coach Harold Holmes, Flagship 90

God's Butterfly Coach-In-Training Kyle Armentrout, Flagship 23
Coach Robert Egleston , Flagship 93 SaySo Children’s Home

Hispanic League Coach Andrea Bohn, Flagship ‘18

Coach Kenneth Holly, Flagship ‘16 The Little Theatre

NC Black Repatory Company, Inc.  Coach Jennifer Coulombe, Flagship ‘14

Coach Jolyn Roberts, Flagship ‘18 Coach-In-Training Eric Hermanson, Flagship 23

Riverwood Therapeutic Riding Center
Coach Brad Zabel, Flagship ‘06

“I think all of life's significant moments comes through our
connections with others. Through the Insight program, |
connected with other leaders that | know will become life-
long friends. While providing me with a deep
understanding of the city’s rich history, as well as an
honest look at the work that still must be done, the Insight 2
program fast-tracked my ability and fueled my passion to . i L
make a difference in Winston-Salem.”
Eric Mayberry, INSIGHT ‘24




How Action Learning Projects

Move Missions Forward

SaySo, Strong Able Youth Speaking Out
Our mission is to educate the community, advocate for necessary changes, and support youth who are
or have been in substitute care.

SaySo works to prevent youth in substitute care from becoming just another statistic and helps to
prepare them for independence and a brighter future. In October 2020 we received a grant that
gave us an opportunity to assess the challenges and barriers faced by youth in substitute care in the
area of employment.

In our study, we found 29% of young people In Forsyth County with substitute care experience were
employed, while 65% were seeking employment. Beyond simply securing employment, youth
expressed wanting to engage in careers that were meaningful to them. This highlighted an
opportunity for SaySo to better support young people with the appropriate resources to pursue
employment opportunities.

The only question was what resource to develop and how to develop it? With minimum staff and
limited technical experience, we did not have the capacity to fulfill this need alone. The LWS Action
Learning Team was just what we needed to help us conceptualize, plan and develop an
Employment Resource Portal specifically for youth with substitute care experience.

The portal is an online resource that provides an array of career exploration information ranging
from resume building to interviewing skills. The highlight of the portal is the identified “employer
partners” who have agreed to hired young people with substitute care experience.

Our LWS Action Learning Team took their project to heart and actively engaged with the youth to
learn about their employment experiences and preferences. They researched career and
employment best practices, identified and recruited potential employer partners to hire youth from
substitute care, and ultimately designed and created the online website portal.

The impact of the Employment Resource portal cannot be understated. Steady and meaningful
employment is a key aspect of a healthy and productive adulthood. The portal will reach over 700
youth statewide and provide them with resources to assist with employment attainment.

Overall, it will help improve outcomes for young adults not connected to work across the state of

North Carolina.
F D

Program Supervisor
Visit Us SaySo Children’s Home

www.leadershipws.org



Manju Bhat, Winston-Salem State University

Sarah Blackwell, Reynolda House & Reynolda Gardens
Stephanie Pace Brown, Visit Winston-Salem

Kara Calderon, Reynolds American

Carmen Canales, Channels Consulting Group
Richard Cox, Taft Development Group

Jigar Desai, Diamond Baseball Holdings

Lawren Desai, a/perture Cinema

Mason Freeman, Womble, Bond, Dickinson

Doug Evans, Forsyth Technical Community College
Michele Gillespie, Wake Forest University

Andy Harding, Bernard Robinson & Co. (BRC)

Lari Harding, Inmar

Jodi Heelan, The Variable

Michael Heelan, Community Volunteer

Eric Mayberry, Winston-Salem Journal

Stuart McCormick, Lambert Architecture + Interiors

Patrick Pate, City of Winston-Salem

Sandra Pate, Liberty Healthcare

Betsy Pittman, Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools
Tres Pittman, Novant Health

Todd Pittman, Digestive Health Specialists

Antonia Monk Richburg, United Way of Forsyth County
Kristine Sims, Constangy, Brooks, Smith & Prophete
Elaine Summerfield, The Winston-Salem Foundation
David Tanner, Robert Half International

Kim Tanner, Front Street Capital

Julia Townsend, REACH Women's Network

Mary VanderSlik, Community Volunteer

Reed VandersSlik, ThriveMore

Kate Windemuller, Two Men and a Truck

Aimee Zaas, Duke University School of Medicine

David Zaas, Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist



C. EDWARD PLEASANTS, JR.
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Leadership Winston-Salem had the distinct
pleasure of presenting the 2024 C. Edward
Pleasants, Jr. Lifetime Achievement Award to
Karl Yena, who retired in January 1998 from
RJR Nabisco as Director of Worldwide
Organization Development & Training. Over
his remarkable 33-year career, Karl spent
more than two decades in senior leadership
roles, providing strategic and operational
consulting to major RJR corporate entities,
including Del Monte, Nabisco, Sea Land
Shipping, Kentucky Fried Chicken, Aminoil,
and Heublein Spirits—both in the U.S. and
internationally.
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OUR NUMBERS
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THANK YOU TO OUR

CORPORATE SPONSORS

]
CORPORATE SUSTAINERS
.
AEYNOLDS) ' FFLOL
A BETTER TOMORROW

. AUTOMOTIVE
2\ AtriumHealth WAKE FOREST

N
. NIVERSITY
N7/ Wake Forest Baptist TRUIST HH
PLATINUM SPONSORS SILVER SPONSORS
Novant Health Homestead Hills
Siemens Energy Miracles in Sight

Piedmont Federal Bank
Smitty's Notes

Blanco Tackabery BRONZE SPONSORS

Blum Construction

City of Winston-Salem

Forsyth Technical Community College

GOLD SPONSORS

Bank of America
Duke Energy

Goodwill Industries of NWNC Greater Winston-Salem, Inc.
Grubb Properties Lowes Foods

Kate B. Reynolds Charitable Trust Office of the Mayor
Millenium Event Center Quiality Oil

Ronald McDonald House Charities

Winston-Salem State University
of the Piedmont Triad

CELEBRATION SPONSORS Senior Services

Fader Real Estate STITCH Design Shop

J. Mark Oliver Dental Associates Northwestern Mutual

Mountcastle Insurance Southern First Bank

Salemtowne Twin City Development Foundation

Stimmel

Thomas S. Kenan Institute for the Arts SPECIAL THANKS

Womble Bond Dickenson Aramark, Bookmarks, Emmanuel Baptist Church,

Forsyth County, Ryan’s Restaurant, St. Paul Episcopal Church,

PRINT SPONSOR The GoTo Winston-Salem, Winston-Salem Dash, Winston-

Salem Center for Education & Arts, Winston-Salem Journal

FI RST BA N K and Winston-Salem Open



THANK YOU TO OUR

DONORS
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Brad Bennett

Jim Bennett
William A. Davis Il
Dale Erick Driscoll
Robert J. Egleston
Eddy Forrest
Avery Hall

Carol A. Hoover
Bob lhrie

Rogan T. Kersh
Sherry Lee
Natalya Brooke Lunsford
Robert Hayes McNeill Jr.
Sam Metzler

p
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Manuelo "Butch" M Noa Jr.

C. Edward Pleasants
Carol Reeve

Melvin Scales
Melissa Thompson
Claire Tuttle

Reed VanderSlik
Korey White

Terry G. Williams
Brad William Zabel

2024 DONORS

Shirley Abdullah
Reid Calwell Adams, Jr.
Sandra P. Adams
Josef Lawrence Aldridge
Tiffany Alejandre
Jonathan Gabriel Allen
Taylor Andrews

Paul Anthony

Susan Elizabeth Appt
Lisa Moffat Arthur
Carolina . Asurza
Anthony Atala

Bruce M. Babcock
Margie Bailey
Kimberley Baker

T. Gray Barbour, Il
Briana Barksdale
Lloyd Barnhardet, IlI
Claudia Barrett
Mark Batten

Glynis W. Bell

Christy W. Bellis
Brad Bennett
Wilburt Bethea, Jr.
William M. Beyea
Manjunatha Bhat
Octavia Blackburn
Gene E. Blackwelder
Sarah Blackwell
Michelle B. Bobadilla
Andrea Bohn

John R. Bost

N

Claudette Bradshaw
James David Branch
Katrina Brent
Anthony H. Brett
Julian Brooks

Betsy E. Brown
Matthew Burczyk
Ariana Burns
Makisha S. Burns
Walter R. Byrd

Kara Calderon
Morrisa Renay Caldwell
Alison Y. Card
Darlene W Carpenter
Rodney Carpenter
Sarah Chandler
Cynthia M. Charles
Jewel Cherry

Kevin D, Cheshire
Lauren Christmas
Larry D. Coble

Iris Cole

Kerri Clark Cole
Margaret H. Collins
David L. Cotterill
Richard L. Cox, Jr.
Terence Crandall
Regina Craven
Thorns Craven
Jasmine Crump
Mitchell Cameron Currin
Benjamin B. Dame
Suzanne Danhauer
Angela Davis

John W. Davis Il
Artina Dawkins
Deanna Debrecht
Shea Denise
Britney Renee Dent
Jigar Desai

Anna R. Donze
Kent Donze

Mary Ann Donze
Sam Donze
Deborah Douglas
Griffin Duncan
Renarde D. Earl
Heather Egan
James L. Einstein
Lynn B. Eisenberg
Jack Elster

Richard I. Emmett
Jordan S. Evans
Elizabeth L. Fenwick
Nora Ferrell
Kimberly R. Flippin
Benjamin V. Flynt
McDara P. Folan, lll
Michael G. Ford
Raneesha Ford Jefferson
Karen Frekko

Camille French
Patricia Ann Gainey
Calvin Gardner

April Garner
Kathryn W. Garner
Lee D. Garrity
Raymond F. Gatland
Amy Lynn Gauldin
Michele Gillespie
Debra Gladstone
Jacquelyn Graham-Dickson
W. Patrick Grantham
Lyons Gray

Priscilla Green
Robin Griffin

Nancy I. Griffith
Wendy Grubb
Quentin Gunter
Sharon G. Hamilton
J. Andrews Hancock, IlI
F. Borden Hanes Jr.
Ronald K. Hann Jr.
Andrew Harding
Justin Hardy

Tracy C. Hartsell
Bridget Hayes

Freda Henry

DeEtte Hill

Karen Beth Hinesley
Lee Hinesley
Morgan Hinesley
Margaret Ann Hofler
Harold R. Holmes
Orielle E. Hope

Alvin Hughes
Brenda McCoy Hunter
Sonya Hurt

Jerilyn Ingram
Brooks Jewett
Audrey LeeAnn Johnson
Riley Johnson

Zina Johnson

Donna M. Jones

Lisa Jones

Brett Jordan

Diane Joyner
Peter ). Juran

Stacy Kelley
Genevra Kelly
Stanhope Kelly
Charlene Kent

Greg Keoleian

Holly S. Kessler
David Kinser

Julie Kuhn

Thomas W. Lambeth
Stephanie LeFever
Terri LeGrand
Michael P. Lewis
Stephan Lillie

Allen Lindsay, Sr.

Steven Lineberger
Jesse Lipson

Joanna M. Lyall
Warrenetta C. Mann
Debbie S. Marshall
Donald L. Martin, Jr.
Martha Y. Martinat
William Lyman Mayo
Emily McCord

Stuart McCormick
Shamona McFadden
Summer McGee

Kim McMahon
Katherine K. Memory
J. Wayne Meredith
David Justin Mills
Melita Mitchell
Douglas W. Miyazaki
Ellen N. Monahan
Aulica Lin Monroe
Steven Montgomery
Clyde Moore

Stefanie Morales-Barradas
Susan C. Morris
Dennis Allen Moser
Ashley Moultrie

Joyce Mounce

Judith F. Mountjoy
Nikkenta Murphy
Barbara Myers

M. Rob Alton Myers
Dawn Lynette Nelson
Lara Nester

Amanda K. Norman
Lisa Northrop
Thomas L. Ogburn, Jr.
Tiffany M. Oliva

Joe Overcash

T. Pankey

William Patrick "Pat" Pate
William Penn, Jr.
Bennett Perry
Katherine Karsten Perry
Jane M. Pfefferkorn
William G. Pfefferkorn
Renee Phillips
William Pittman
Nicholas Porter
Nakeia Propst

Hugh J. Quinn

Sara Raddatz

Emily C. Rector
Ksenia Richards
Kenyetta A. Richmond
John G. Rights
Charles P. Rose

C. Nicole Roseborough
Elaine Round

William Benjamin Rowe
Melvin J. Scales

Pete Schantz
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Lindsey Schwab
Michelle Bethea Shanks
Ellie R. Shannon

Dallis Dale Shew
Michael Shuman

Paul Sink

Anna Marie Smith

G. Dee Smith

Inge B. Smith

James N. Smith
Veronica Mignon Smith
Jamie Rogers Southern
Jo F. Spach

Nicole Spillman

Jillian Leigh Spinelli
Yvette Stackhouse
Tamara Stevenson
Elaine Summerfield

Jill A. Tackabery

Mrz. Tee

Evelyn Terry

Kelly Thacker

Etienne M. Thomas
Patricia Thorns
Thurmond Toland, Sr.
Julia Townsend

Liza E. Vest

David Christopher Wall
Thomas Wall

Sherrie Wallington

B. Ward

John F. Ward

Deborah L. Washington-McNeill

J. Dudley Watts
Velma Gibson Watts
Derrick Webb

R. Michael Wells
John C. Whitaker, Jr.
LaToya Wiley
LaMonica Sloan Wilhelmi
Ashlee Wilkins

B. Williams

Tjwana Williams
Annette M. Wilson
Michael Wiseman
Paul Wollner

Randy Wooden
Brett Carlton Woods
James E. Yarbrough, Jr.
Erin Yates

Karl F. Yena

James O. Young, Jr.
Nancy N. Young
Allan G. Younger
David Zaas

Brad William Zabel
Vicky Lee Zickmund



THANK YOU TO OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
100% PARTICIPATED IN GIVING TO
OUR ANNUAL FUND
100% SERVICE ON AN ADDITIONAL
LWS COMMITTEE

Katherine Perry Denise A. Smith April Garner Davis Freida Mitchell Jared Steward

Executive Director Director of Philanthropy  Flagship Program Director Alumni Engagement Director  Administration, Technology
& Finance Director

Melissa Thompson Joyge MOUT‘CG Audrey Johnson Aulica Monroe Brett Jordan Nora Ferrell Bridget Hayes Ed Pleasants
Chair Vice Chair Immediate Past Secretary Treasurer Member At-Large Member At-Large Board Emertitus
Chair

Jonathan Allen Gray Barbour Lloyd Barnhardt Michelle Bobadilla Mimi Bennett Iris Cole Brent Collins Regina Craven

Suzanne Danhauer Lyons Gray Harold Holmes Zina Johnson Sherry Lee Stephan Lillie William Penn Corey Phillips
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Carol Reeve Melvin Scales LaMonica Sloan Wilhelmi Terry Williams Paul Wollner Corey Walker



